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1. A functional subsystem of EU law with a cohesive structure 
and a legally relevant organisation has emerged from the case 
law of the Court of Justice of the European Union in the field 
of direct taxes. 
2. Absent Union action, the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU 
cannot deny Member States the competence to impose taxes 
on economic activities carried out in national territory. 
3. The need to safeguard the balanced allocation of the power to 
impose tax between the Member States cannot be 
distinguished, on a higher level of abstraction, from the need 
to prevent tax avoidance and tax evasion. 
4. The need to safeguard the cohesion of the tax system is not an 
overriding reason of public interest, but a methodological tool 
to assess the suitability of tax restrictions to achieve a genuine 
overriding reason of public interest in a consistent and 
systematic manner. 
5. Reform of the common value added tax system is the most 
important tax policy issue in the European Union. 
6. The willingness of Member States to pursue enhanced 
cooperation on a financial transactions tax shows that the 
unanimity requirement of Article 115 TFEU does not hold 
back necessary tax harmonisation. 
7. The case against an enhanced relationship between the 
taxpayer and the tax authorities is particularly weak with 
regard to the corporation tax because the main rationale for 
corporation taxes is administrative in nature.  
8. De inkomsten- en vennootschapsbelasting kunnen beter 
worden geheven bij wege van voldoening op aangifte. 
9. Chocolate consumption enhances cognitive function and may 
even increase the odds of winning a Nobel prize.  
Messerli, F.H. (2012). Chocolate Consumption, Cognitive Function, and Nobel 
Laureates. The New England Journal of Medicine, 367(16): 1562-1564. 
